Hopewell Middle School Bands

Parent Meeting

Thursday, September 4, 2008

6:30 pm

Notes
This is Ms. Murphy’s fifth year as the Director of Bands at Hopewell.  She has been at Hopewell since its opening.  The Hopewell Band Program has doubled in size (with the addition of the new 6th graders).

Mr. Stephen Turner will be doing his student teaching at Hopewell this semester.  Mr. Turner is a professional tuba player and will be completing his degree at Kennesaw State University this year.

General Housekeeping
Handbook – All parents should have received the handbook (red cover).  All band information is in the handbook.  The handbook is also available on the band website (www.hopewellbands.com)

Parent Forms – Two forms should have come home – one is informational and the other is a volunteer form.  Please return these forms asap.
E-Mail Alerts – If parents did not receive an e-mail reminder about tonight’s meeting, then please e-mail Sharon Heideck at hmsband@comcast.net.  All announcements will be sent to parents through this e-mail address.

Band Materials - All students should have their band materials by now.  If you have experienced problems with the music stores, please let Ms. Murphy know asap.  Percussion students must have their own sticks and mallets.


                 Each student has been given a black binder to store all of his/her music.  These were supplied by HMS to all band students.  Students need to purchase sheet protectors for their music asap.  These can be found at any office supply store.  Sheet protectors ensure that the student’s music is maintained in good condition.

Instruments:  Renting vs. Buying – If your student is a 6th grader, it may be a good idea to continue renting his/her instrument.  If your student is a 7th/8th grader and you are interested in purchasing his/her instrument, PLEASE contact Ms. Murphy (via e-mail) so that she can help you know if you are purchasing a good, quality instrument.  
    
Labeling Everything! -  This is VERY important.  Please make sure that all of your student’s equipment is clearly marked.  All music and instruments need to be labeled.  Name tags/luggage tags can be used on all instrument cases.

Practice Requirements – Practice logs are not used at HMS.  Students should practice a minimum of 10 minutes per day (Monday-Friday).  Middle school students will have many “playing” tests.  Playing tests can not be studied for the night before.  Consistent practice will result in better performance.

Making Up Assignments/Tests – If a student misses an assignment or test, the student will initially receive a grade of 0.  Once the student makes up the missed work, the initial grade of 0 will be replaced with the graded assignment or test.

Performances and Rehearsals – The 2008-2009 band calendar has already been provided in the handbook as well as on the website (www.hopewellbands.com).  Attendance is expected at all performances and rehearsals.  Please mark your calendars with all band rehearsals and performances now.

Extra Credit – If a student attends a musical event, he/she may receive 1 point added to his/her final grade (5 point maximum each 9 week grading period).  Musical events could include an ASO concert, a middle school orchestra concert, a high school concert, etc.  Students must request extra credit prior to attending performances.
Private Lessons – Students are not required to take private lessons, but they are strongly encouraged to do so.  The website (www.hopewellbands.com) has a list of teachers highly recommended by Ms. Murphy.  Please e-mail Ms. Murphy if you have any questions.
Uniforms – Missi Smith
6th Grade Uniforms – Khaki pants, red polo shirt, nice shoes (no tennis shoes).  The red polo shirt may be purchased for $12.
7th Grade Uniforms – Boys – Set includes a tuxedo shirt, tuxedo pants, red cummerbund, red bow tie ($42.95 per set)




  Girls – Set includes a tuxedo shirt, floor-length black skirt, red cummerbund, red bow tie ($42.95 per set)

8th Grade Uniforms – Boys – Set includes a tuxedo shirt, tuxedo vest, tuxedo pants, red bow tie ($54.95 per set)



             Girls – Floor-length black gown with empire waist and red bow ($64.95)

The 7th and 8th students will also use the red polo shirt as their informal uniform.  If your student has outgrown their band polo shirt, they may be purchased for $12.

All students will be measured for their uniform on Friday, September 5th.  Uniform order forms will be sent home with your student on September 5th.  The deadline to turn in your order forms with payment is Thursday, September 11th (cash or preferably checks – made payable to HMS).

All uniforms will come unhemmed. 
HMS Band Website – www.hopewellbands.com
The website is a very important tool used for communication.  If you have any questions, please go to the website first to see if your question is answered there.  If not, please feel free to ask Ms. Murphy.  Ms. Murphy can be contacted through the website on the “Contact Us” link.
The calendar is located on the website.  Please check the calendar for all scheduled performances and rehearsals.

The “What’s the Latest” link contains all recent announcements.
The “Resources” link has helpful information for the students.  Within this section, there are links for students to listen to music to be performed, All-State music links, etc.
All parents should fill out the information in the “Subscribe to Our Site” link.  By doing so, parents will be automatically informed of updates to the website via an e-mail to them. 
Jazz Band

Jazz Band begins next week and will meet on Thursdays at 7:30 am.  The first rehearsal will be Thursday, September 11th.  Jazz Band is open to 7th and 8th grade students.  There are no auditions.  All interested students must fill out a jazz band form.
Band Pictures
Individual photos will be taken of all band students (in their uniform) on Thursday, October 30th.  Parents are not required to purchase photos.  Photos will be sent home with students and if parents are not interested in purchasing the photos, they may be returned.  Group band pictures will be taken so that they may be proudly displayed in the band room.
Rock-a-Thon
This is a major fundraiser for the bands.  It will be held on Friday, November 7th and will last 4-5 hours.  Each participating student will be required to raise at least $50.  Students may either collect donations or pledges in order to participate.  Students will be responsible for supplying their own rocking chairs and entertainment (video games, tvs, Ipods, etc.) for the evening.  

The Hopewell band program has doubled in size (thanks to the 6th graders) and with minimal funding from Fulton County, fundraising is an important component of the band program.

If you have any creative ideas for fundraising (grants, corporate sponsorship, etc.), please contact Ms. Murphy!
Large Group Performance Evaluation
This is a very important evaluation in the performing arts area.  This only applies to the 7th and 8th grade bands.  This evaluation usually occurs during the school day, but not always.  The date for this will be either Thursday, March 26th or Friday, March 27th at Northview High School.  As soon as Ms. Murphy knows the final date, she will let us know.  (This will not be known until closer to the event).
In order to be prepared for this evaluation, there are 2 mandatory events that all 7th and 8th grade students are required to attend.

Symphonic Camp – Friday, February 27th at Milton High School (At this workshop, students will have the opportunity to work in instrument sections with professional musicians.)

Pre-LGPE Performance – Tuesday, March 3rd at Milton High School (This performance will be in the same format as the LGPE.  Each band will be judged just as they will be judged at LGPE.)
100% participation is expected at each of these events.

Please mark your calendars now!
Solo and Ensemble Performance Evaluation
This will be held Saturday, November 8th at Crabapple Middle School in Roswell (The date and location mentioned at the meeting was incorrect.  The calendar on the band website has the correct info).  This is an excellent way for 7th and 8th grade students to be evaluated on their musical performance by an expert judge.  All 7th and 8th grade students are strongly encouraged to participate.

Students may perform solo or in an ensemble (duet, trio, quartet, etc.).


The fee for a solo performance is $7.

The fee for each participant in an ensemble is $4.

Fees are due tomorrow, Friday, September 5th.  Please make checks payable to HMS.

All-State Band Auditions
All students taking private lessons are strongly encouraged to participate.  All-State requirements are found on the MHS Band website under “Resources”.

Registration is $18 and is due by Friday, September 12th.

Music in the Parks Festival – 6th and 7th Grade Bands
Saturday, May 2nd at Chapel Hill High School and Six Flags Over Georgia

The 6th and 7th grade bands have consistently received superior ratings.
Music in the Parks Festival – 8th Grade Band
Friday, April 24th through Sunday, April 26th in Myrtle Beach, SC

After performing on Friday, students will have lots of fun at the Hard Rock Amusement Park on Saturday.  This will be the first time a Hopewell band has traveled out of state.  The cost will be no more than $285.

Eighth Grade Band Night

Milton High School – Friday, September 19th
Alpharetta High School – Friday, September 26th
All 8th grade students are required to attend one of the 8th grade band nights, preferably at the high school they will be attending next year.  If an 8th grade student attends both, he/she will receive extra credit (an extra grade of 100).

Volunteer Committees
If you have not submitted a volunteer form, please do so.  Volunteers are always needed and greatly appreciated!
